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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A material guide device, comprising: 

a guide bush having a material introducing end and a material lead-out end, as 
axially opposite ends, and including a hollow-tubular material support section elastically 
displaceable in a radial direction about a guiding axis; and 

an adjusting mechanism for adjusting a radial dimension of said material support 
section of said guide bush; 

said adjusting mechanism comprising: 

a carrying member carrying said guide bush, and having a front face 
disposed around said material leadout end of said guide bush; 

a pressing member disposed near said front face of said carrying member 
with at least a portion of the pressing member extending beyond said front face and 
movable relative to said carrying member and able to make a relative linear motion 
along said guiding axis relative to said guide bush, the pressing member causing an 
elastic displacement in said radial direction on said material support section by said 
relative linear motion; and 

a feed screw structure causing said relative linear motion between said 
pressing member and said guide bush by a mutual screwing motion of threads. 

2. (Original) A material guide device as set forth in claim 1 , further comprising a 
manipulation section disposed near said front face of said carrying member at a position 
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remote from said material introducing end of said guide bush, for manipulating said feed 

screw structure to cause said screwing motion. 

3. (Original) A material guide device as set forth in claim 1, wherein said feed 
screw structure is provided between said carrying member and said pressing member. 

4. (Original) A material guide device as set forth in claim 3, wherein said guide 
bush is secured relative to said carrying member in a direction along said guiding axis. 

5. (Original) A material guide device as set forth in claim 3, wherein said 
carrying member has an internal thread; and wherein said pressing member has an 
external thread adapted to be screwed on said internal thread to constitute said feed 
screw structure. 

6. (Original) A material guide device as set forth in claim 3, wherein said 
carrying member has an external thread; and wherein said pressing member has an 
internal thread adapted to be screwed on said external thread to constitute said feed 
screw structure. 

7. (Currently Amended) A material guide d o vic o as s o t forth in c l aim 1 , 
comprising: 

a guide bush having a material introducing end and a material lead-out end, as 
axiallv opposite ends, and including a hollow-tubular material support section elasticallv 
displaceable in a radial direction about a guiding axis; and 

an adjusting mechanism for adjusting a radial dimension of said material support 
section of said guide bush; 

said adjusting mechanism comprising: 
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a carrying member carrying said guide bush, and having a front face 
disposed around said material lead-out end of said guide bush; 

a pressing member disposed near said front face of said carrying member 
and movable relative to said carrying member and able to make a relative linear motion 
along said guiding axis relative to said guide bush, the pressing member causing an 
elastic displacement in said radial direction on said material support section by said 
relative linear motion; and 

a feed screw structure causing said relative linear motion between said 
pressing member and said guide bush by a mutual screwing motion of threads; 

wherein said adjusting mechanism further comprises a manipulating member 
disposed near said front face of said carrying member and adjacent to said pressing 
membe r, said manipulating member includes a manipulation section for manipulating 
said feed screw structure to cause said screwing motion ; and 

wherein said feed screw structure is provided between said carrying member and 
said manipulating member. 

8. (Original) A material guide device as set forth in claim 7, wherein said guide 
bush is secured relative to said carrying member in a direction along said guiding axis. 

9. (Original) A material guide device as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said feed 
screw structure is provided between said pressing member and said guide bush. 

10. (Original) A material guide device as set forth in claim 9, wherein said guide 
bush is secured relative to said carrying member in a rotational direction about said 
guiding axis. 
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1 1 . (Original) A material guide device as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said feed 
screw structure is provided between said carrying member and said guide bush. 

12. (Currently Amended) A material guide device as sot forth in c l aim 1 1 , 
comprising: 

a guide bush having a material introducing end and a material lead-out end, as 
axiallv opposite ends, and including a hollow-tubular material support section elasticallv 
displaceable in a redial direction about a guiding axis; and 

an adjusting mechanism for adjusting a redial dimension of said material support 
of said guide bush; 

said adjusting mechanism comprising: 

a carrying member carrying said guide bush, and having a front face 
disposed around said material lead-out end of said guide bush; 

a pressing member disposed near said front face of said carrying member 
and movable relative to said carrying member and able to make a relative linear motion 
along said guiding axis relative to said guide bush, the pressing member causing an 
elastic displacement in said radial direction on said material support section bv said 
relative linear motion; and 

a feed screw structure causing said relative linear motion between said 
pressing member and said guide bush bv a mutual screwing motion of threads; 

wherein said feed screw structure is provided between said carrying member and 
said guide bush; 

wherein said guide bush is secured relative to said pressing member in a 
rotational direction about said guiding axis ; and 
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wherein an outer circumferential surface of said pressing member comprises a 

manipulation section for manipulating said feed screw structure to cause said screwing 

motion . 

13. (Currently Amended) A material guide device as set forth in claim 47, 
wherein said adjusting mechanism further comprises an anchoring member, disposed 
near said front face of said carrying member, for inhibiting said screwing motion of said 
feed screw structure. 

14. (Currently Amended) A material guide device as set forth in claim 47, 
wherein a fitting portion is provided botwoon said carry i ng mombor and oa i d pressing 
m e mb e r, for holding said carrying member and said pressing member in a coaxial 
arrangement relative to each othe r is provided between said carrying member and said 
pressing member; and wherein a fitting portion for holding said carrying member and 
said guide bush in a coaxial arrangement relative to each other is provided between 
said carrying member and said guide bush . 

15. (Currently Amended) A material guide device as set forth in claim 412. 
wherein a fitting portion for holding said carrying member and said pressing member in 
a coaxial arrangement relative to each other is provided between said carrying member 
and said pressing member; and wherein a fitting portion io prov i d e d b e twoon sa i d 
carry i ng mombor and oa i d guido bush, for holding said carrying member and said guide 
bush in a coaxial arrangement relative to each othe r is provided between said carrying 
member and said guide bush . 
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16. (Original) A material guide device as set forth in claim 1, wherein a fitting 
portion is provided between said pressing member and said guide bush, for holding said 
pressing member and said guide bush in a coaxial arrangement relative to each other. 

17. (Currently Amended) An automatic lathe comprising the material guide 
device as set forth in claim 47, wherein said material guide device is installed in 
proximity to a working location of machining of an objective material. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A material guide device, comprising: 

a guide bush having a material introducing end and a material lead-out end, as 
axially opposite ends, and including a hollow-tubular material support section elastically 
displaceable in a radial direction about a guiding axis; and 

an adjusting mechanism for adjusting a radial dimension of said material support 
section of said guide bush; 

said adjusting mechanism comprises: 

a carrying member having a front face disposed around said material lead- 
out end of said guide bush, and carrying said guide bush in a state as to be secured in a 
rotational direction about said guiding axis; 

a pressing member disposed, near said front face of said carrying member 
with at least a portion of the pressing member extending beyond said front face , to be 
able to make a relative linear motion along said guiding axis relative to said guide bush, 
the pressing member causing an elastic displacement in said radial direction on said 
material support section by said relative linear motion; and 

a feed screw structure disposed near said front face of said carrying 
member at a position remote from said material introducing end of said guide bush, for 
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causing said relative linear motion between said pressing member and said guide bush 

by a mutual screwing motion of threads. 

19. (Original) An automatic lathe comprising the material guide device as set 
forth in claim 18, wherein said material guide device is installed in proximity to a working 
position for machining, performed on an objective material. 

20. (New) A material guide device as set forth in claim 12, wherein said 
adjusting mechanism further comprises an anchoring member, disposed near said front 
face of said carrying member, for inhibiting said screwing motion of said feed screw 
structure. 

21 . (New) An automatic lathe comprising the material guide device as set 
forth in claim 12, wherein said material guide device is installed in proximity to a working 
location of machining of an objective material. 



